[Occult spinal dysraphism].
Spinal dysraphism is a group of congenital anomalies of the spine characterized by a midline defect affecting the nervous tissue and its bony and soft tissue coverings. Closed spinal dysraphism, spina bifida occulta, refers to skin-covered lesions. However, there are a number of cutaneous stigmata or other physical signs that serve as indicators of an underlying dysraphic malformation of the lower spinal canal. Based upon relevant literature, we present a review of occult spina bifida. The cutaneous stigmata that may indicate an underlying dysraphism are particularly hairy patches, subcutaneous lipomas, capillary hemangiomas, dorsal dermal sinuses and sacral cutaneous pits. The clinical examination of a child with lumbosacral cutaneous stigmata should focus on neurological signs and symptoms, urological disturbances and orthopaedic deformities in the lower limbs. Spinal MRI is the imaging modality of choice in children presenting with features consistent with occult spinal dysraphism. Children with occult spinal dysraphism should be referred to a neurosurgical unit.